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know the Author of this Letter, they 
may underſtand, that he is deſirous of 
lying concealed; as the Knowledge of 
his Perſon may perhaps ſubject him toPerſonal 
Abuſe, and can be of no real Service to the 
Cauſe of Truth and ſincere Inquiry : But as 
far as a knowledge of his Circumſtances and 


1 any of my Readers are curious to 


Situation in Life, may gratify the Curioſity 


of the Reader, He may believe, if he 
pleaſes, that the Author is one, who for the 
molt part lives retired in the Coumry; em- 
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ployed in his own Buſineſs ; and endeavour- 
ing to do all the Good he can in his Neigh- 
bourliood; yet is never wholly inattentive to 
the Affairs of the Publick, and the Concerns 
of his Country: that he is careful to live 
within the Bounds of a ſmall Fortune, that 
he may at all Times preſerve himſelf indepen- 
dent, and avoid any Temptations to mean 
or ſervile Compliances : that he is not ſo 
much as known at this Time to the Lord 
Primate, the Speaker, or any other of the 
leading Men in the Kingdom ; nor has he 
any Thoughts of being farther known to 
any of them : that he eſteems it an Honour 
to be beloved and regarded by all that know 
him; but would rather apprave his Actions 
to his own Heart and Conſcience,, than to 
the Judgment of a capricious World: That 
he has been ever ſollicitous for promoting 
Union and Harmony among his Neighbours, 
and Peace and Proſperity in his Country ; 
and is particularly at this Time deeply con- 
cerned for the Wounds, which have been 
given to both, by our preſent Diviſions, and 
furious Proceedings : That he has not the 
leaſt Ambition to appear in Print, upon this, 
| Or 
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or any other Occaſion ; being ſenſible of his 
own Defects, and conſcious of his having no 
Pretenſions to appear as a Writer, on this 
Subject, fave only from the Uprightneſs of 
his Intentions : that nothing ſhould have in- 
duced him to put Pen to Paper, but his obſer- 
ving that the Writers on both Sides, (tho? one 
Side indeed much more than the other) have 
been too much actuated by the Spirit of 
Party ; and that, inſtead of healing our Sores, 
or ſtopping our Prcaches, many of them 
have rather cantributed to inflame the one, 
and to widen the other, 


After ſo much by way of Preface and Apo- 
logy, I hope, I may more eaſily find Cre- 
dit in advancing this Poſition ; that the two 
principal Partics, in which the Nation ſeems 
divided, have been blown up to their preſent 
Pitch of Hatred and IIl-will; not ſo much 
from a Difference of Sentiments, as from a 
Miſ-repreſentation, and a Miſ-underſtanding 
of the Principles, Tenets, and Views of 
each other : And that, as it is to be feared, 
that Paſſion, Pique, or Prejudice may have 
taken Poſſeſſion of the Breaſts of ſome emi- 


nent 
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nent Men, on both Sides; ſo, it is to be 
hoped, that there may be many honeſt Men 
found, who are well- affected to their King 
and Country; and whoſe Attachment to 
this, or that Side, is not owing to ſelfiſh, or 


ſordid and partial Motives; but to a Miſtake 
in their Judgment, or a Miſ-apprehenſion of 


the Poſitions, Conſequences, and Views of 
the others. 


From tliis Notion (which is at leaſt a chari- 


table one; and the only one likely to cure our 


Diviſions, or allay our Animoſities;) J have 
ventured to ſtep forth, and offer myſelf as a 
kind of Moderator in this Diſpute: And tho* 
J cannot hope to have any great Influence 
upon ſuch as are actuated merely by Pique, 
or any other {eltiſh Paſſion, (but on the con- 
trary mult expect, rather, to offend and pro- 
voke all ſuch, by expoling their Views:) yet 


J ſhall attempt, and would fain hope, to be 


able to remove the mutual Prejudices of ſuch, 
as are honeſt and diſintereſted ; and as far as 
any Men have really one and the ſame End 
in View, (namely, the Honour of their King 
and the Good of their Country,) fo far, to 

- bring 
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bring them towards an Union of Affection; 
as that they may be able, (at leaſt,) to bear 
with one another, with Patience; though 
they may have thought it neceſſary to purſue 
that one End by different and contradictory 


Means. 


With this View I now write this Letter, 
and I think I may take upon me to ſay, that 
the beſt Writers on each Side do agree in 


the principal Points; which ſeem of moſt 


Importance in this Debate: and which there- 
fore might have been Sufficient to have de- 
termined the Whole ; had not ſome other 
Motives intervened, which helped to warp 
and byaſs our * 


It is agreed, on both Sides, that not only 
the occaſional or additional Supplies, (which 
are uſually granted from Seſſion to Seſſion,) 
but allo the ſeveral Branches of the Heredi- 
tary Revenue, (whether derived from the 
Common or Statute Law) were all veſted in 
the Crown, as a Royal Truſtee for the 
whole Community ; more particularly, for 
the — of His Majeſty” s Perſon and Dig- 


nity ; 
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1 
nity; for tlie Maintenance of the Civil and 
Military Powers; for the Defence and Pre- 
ſervation of tlie Kingdom againſt Inteſtine 
and Foreign Enemies; and for its Improve- 
ment in Trade and Manufactures; or in ge- 
neral Terms for the Service of the Publick; 


and the Benefit of the whole Nation: It is 


agreed alſo, that in our Conſtitution, the 
King is the viſible Head of the Community; 
the regular and ſtanding Executor of the 


Laws; and, as ſuch, muſt therefore have 


the Command of the whole civil and military 
Forces of the Kingdom, and the Manage- 
ment and Application of its Revenues; and 
that the actual and particular Direction of its 
Forces and Revenues muſt therefore be, in 


his Name, and by his Authority: 


It is agreed alſo, That the Houſe of 
Commons is the Repreſentative of the Peo- 


ple; and allo the King's grand and national 


Council: That, as ſuch, it has the Power of 


granting, or with-holding Supplies; and of 


puniſhing by Impeachment ſuch Miniſters, as 


ſhall adviſe a Miſ-application thereof: That, 
in order to effect theic Ends, the Houſe muſt 


conſcquently 
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1 
conſequently have a Power of calling for, and 
examining into, the Publick Accounts; not 
only to form Eſtimates of what Supplies may 
be neceſſary for the Publick Service; but alſo 
to cenſure ſuch Miniſters as have at any Time 

adviſed a Miſ- application of the Paſt; and, 

by modeſt Addreſſes to the Throne, to re- 
commend ſuch Methods as ſeem uſeful, and 
remonſtrate againſt ſuch as ſeem deſtructive. 
And, where calm and prudent Advice hum- 
bly propoſed will have no Effect, there to 
give the more effectual Check, of denying 
future Grants. 


All theſe Points are plainly confeſſed, or 
ſtrongly implied in the Writings of the Au- 
thors on both Sides; and, as well to avoid 
multiplying detached Quotes, (which of- 
ten deceive ;) as alſo to ingage my Readers, 
to take a more ſerious Review of what has 
been already wrote on both Sides, and to re- 
conſider the Subject with greater Attention; 
I ſhall here take them for granted; and only 
refer all ſuch, as find any difficulty in allow- 
ing them, for farther Satisfaction, to the ſe- 
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veral Pamphlets lately publiſhed on this 
Subject. 


— But, tho' the above Principles ſeem to 
be pretty well agreed on, yet it muſt be 
owned, that each Party have drawn Con- 
cluſions from them, which are ſomewhat 
different; probably as their Thoughts may 
have been uſed to dwell, either on the 
Dignity of the Crown, or the Ley of the 
228 


The one, (looking on the King as the 


viſible Head of the Community, and the 
ſtanding Executor and Adminiſtrator of the 


Laws, ) think it an Incroachment on his 
Prerogative, and an invading of his peculiar 
Province in our Conſtitution ; that the Houſe 
of Commons ſhould (of their own mere 
Motion,) take upon them, to draw up a 
Bill, directing the particular Application of 
that Treaſure, or thoſe Funds, which had 
been formerly granted, and before intruſted 
to his Majeſty's Management, for the Sup- 
port of his Government: They look upon 
the Commons interfering 1 in this Matter, as 


carrying 
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carrying in it the Appearance of an In- 
ſinuation, that his Majeſty had ſome how 
abuſed the Royal Truſt and Confidence, re- 
poſed in him; and of Conſequence, that 
ſuch an Attempt may be looked upon as af- 
frontive to his Dignity, and tending to alienate 
the Affections of his Subjects: And there- 
fore they think it a Right due to every good 
King, that his Conſent and Approbation 
ſhould be firſt had (either by his own free 
and voluntary Declaration, or by his gracious 
Anſwer to their humble Petition and Addreſs) 
before the Commons ſhall preſume to prepare 
or bring in Heads of a Bill, which in their 
Opinion, ſeem to diveſt him of a conſtitutional 
Right, to rob him of the Glory of his Admi- 
niſtration, and to carry Rudeneſs and Affront 
in the Attempt. 


The others, looking on the Commons, as 
the Repreſentatives of the People, (by whom 
Supplies are raiſed and paid,) and alſo as the 
grand Council of the King, and as having 
confeſſedly exerciſed a Power, in any Bill 
for granting of new Supplies, to point out 
and adviſe (in ſuch Bill) ſome Appropriations, 

B 2 or 
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or particular Applications, of ſome Parts of 


ſuch new Supplies; are inclined to think, 
that the like Power might extend backwards, 


without Inconvenience ; and, that they 


might in like Manner take upon them, 
without any Offence, to point out and ad- 
vile (by bringing in a Bill for that Purpoſe, ) 
the particular Application of any Surplus or 
Redundancy, which hath ariſen from the 
Funds formerly granted ; without waiting 
for his Majeſty's Leave, or addreſſing him 
for his Confent, or even, (when that Con- 
ſent has been freely offcred,) without taking 
any Notice thereof, or paying any Reſpect to 
his Goodneſs therein : Which in rheir Notion 
would be to compliment away their own 


Rights, and the Libertics of the People. 


This ſeems to have been the true Queſtion 
in Debate, on the Merits of which the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe divided; and choſe 
to reject an allow*d uſeful Bill, rather than 
(by paſſing it,) ſeem to pay that acknow- 
ledgement, which his Majeſty expected. 


That 


[ 3 


That the King has the general Right of 
Application is confeſſed on both Sides; and 
that the Commons have the Right of point- 
ing out or adviſing any particular Application, 
by an humble Petition, or Addreſs, is like- 
wiſe allowed : But whether this Right ex- 
tends ſo far, as to juſtify them in bringing in 
a Bill for that Purpoſe, as if by their own 
mere Motion, and without any Acknow- 
ledgement of his Majeſty's Right to be pre- 
viouſly conſulted ; this (1 muſt again repeat 
it) was the Queſtion in Diſpute ; And this 
Queſtion, with Reſpect to the King, was re- 
puted a Queſtion of poſitive Right, but, with 
Reſpect to the Commons, was deem*d by 
many, only a Queſtion of Form, and mere 
Compliment ; becauſe of no real Importance 
to the Nation; nor in its Conſequences eſſen- 
tial to the Liberties of the People ; and there- 
fore the rejecting an uſcful Bill, thro? mere 
Formality, was looked upon by the other 
Side, as carrying Matters with a little too 
high an Hand; and not with ſuch Reſpect as 
Was due to a good and gracious King; eſpe- 
cially in a Matter, where (by his Recom- 
mendation 
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mendation) he had paid them the Compll- 
ment of joining with him in doing what he 
might by his own mere Motion have ſolely 
: and has accordingly ſince actually done, 


to the general Satisfaction of his People. 
( 


But tho? this ſeems to have been the true 
Queſtion, upon which the moſt knowing of 
the Commons differed ; and upon the Merits 
of which, the laſt 3 for the Majority 
would now be thought to lay the whole 
Force of their Arguments: Yet many of the 
Commons, on both Sides, (with all due re- 
verence be it ſpoken, ) as well as many of their 
Abettors, ſeem ſo far to have miſtaken the 
Nature of this Queſtion, as to have charged 
their Antagoniſts with holding very abſurd 
and unreaſonable Conſequences ; and ſuch 
as are utterly inconſiſtent wich the Principles 


allowed on both Sides. 


* 


That many, both in and out of the Houſe, 


charged their Opponents wich ſuch unfair 
Conſequences, is evident from the Debates 


and Arguings in the Houſe, as well as from 


the Pamphlets ſince publiſhed, and the cla- 


mours 
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mours that were raiſed both before and ſince 
the Debate in the Houſe. 


Some of the Majority, and their Defend- 
ers, argued, that the paſſing this Bill would 
have been an Acknowledgement of his Ma- 
jeſty's abſolute Power over the Treaſury, 
and his Right to apply the Publick Revenue 
to any private Uſes he pleaſed, even the moſt 
inconſiſtent with the public Welfare; the 
Effet of which might have been, that a 
wicked or avaricious Prince might in ſome 
future Time entirely exhauſt the "Treaſury ; 
leave the Kingdom deſtitute of its Species; 
and of all Means to carry on its Trade, or 
provide for its Defence. Now, tho? this was a 
Topic made Uſe of by many in the Houſe ; 
and tho? it was the dreadful Apprehenſion of 
this, which raiſed ſuch an Outcry againſt this 
Bill all over the Kingdom; yet it muſt be 
plain to all attentive and impartial Men ; that 
there could not be the leaſt Foundation in 
Reaſon for this apprehended Conſequence : 
| becauſe the Advocates for the Prerogative 
Claimed no Power for his Majeſty over the 


. but (as a Royal Truſtee) for the 
Publick 
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Publick Service; and as accountable to the 


Publick: And becauſe it was notorious, that 


during his preſent Majeſty's long Reign, 
there never had been any Abuſe or Miſ- ap- 
plication of the public Treaſure; nor had his 
Majeſty ever refuſed to ſubmit the Publick 
Accounts to the Inſpection of his faithful 
Commons; or ever demanded any greater 
Supplies, than what they themſelves ſhould 
judge neceſſary: And, if it ſhould ever hap- 
pen, that any future King ſhould, (by ill 
Advice, or otherwiſe,) be tempted to a Miſ- 
application of the publick Revenue; an eaſy 
and effectual Remedy was then at Hand; it 
being allowed, on both Sides, that the Com- 
mons might not only humbly remonſtrate 
againſt it, but alſo ſtop the additional Duties 
ſo miſapplied; and even proceed to impeach 
ſuch Miniſters, as ſhould adviſe ſuch Miſ-ap- 
plication. So that in Truth ſuch a Conſe- 
quence was laid to the Charge of the Pream- 
ble to this Bill, without the leaſt Grounds, 
cither, from Reaſon, or Ex perience ; and the 
Fears of it were imaginary, wild, and chi- 
merical ; tho* to them were chiefly owing 
the Clamours raiſed againſt it all over the 


Nation. n 


. 
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On the other hand, ſome of the Minority, 
and their Defenders, argued, that the reject- 
ing this Bill, ſeemed to arrogate to the Cont- 
mons an Independency, both, on his Ma- 
jeſty, and his Kingdom of England ; that it 
looked like taking upon them to be the Exe- 
cutors of our Laws, inſtead of the King; 
and to change our Conſtitution, from a. 
ſtrong and well-temper'd Monarchy, to a 
weak and licentious Republicks 


And yet; if the main Queſtion i in Debate 
be impartially conſidered, the Fears of this 
alſo were imaginary, and without a ſufficient 
Foundation. For, tho' the Majority claimed 
a Right of adviſing and pointing out to his 
| Majeſty, by the Heads of a Bill, ſuch parti- 
cular Applications of any Surplus in the Trea- 
fury, as they judged ſalutary to the Kingdom, 
by their own mere Motion; and without pay- 
ing any Regard, or taking any Notice of his 
Majeſty's previous Conſent, (to whoſe Diſ- 
poſal thoſe Funds had been before intruſted ;) 
yet ſtill they allowed an Approbation, or 
Negative in his Majeſty, before ſueh tlieir 

C Advice 
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Advi ice could take Effet, or have the Force 
of a Law; ſo that the Power of controuling 
or over-ruling their Advice was ſtill in his 
Majeſty ; and in this Light the Conteſt of 
many ſee m'd to have been; whether his Ma- 
jeſty's Conſent ought to be ſignified, previ- 
ous to the Motion in the Houſe, or whether 
his ſubſequent Conſent to the Bill, (when 
prepared and tranſmitted) ſhould be deemed 
ſufficient. 


Upon the Whole then, the bare leg or 
rejecting of this Bill, upon Account of the 
added Preamble (which recites his Majeſty's 
previous Conſent and Recommendation ;) 
does not ſeem to have been neceſſarily fraught 
with ſuch terrible Conſequences, as the 
Abettors of each Side would fix upon the 
other : And they may in great Meaſure have 
ariſen, on both Sides, from a Miſ-apprehen- 
fion of the real Queſtion in debate, and its 


natural Tendency. 


When the Queſtion is impartially conſi- 
dercd, it muſt be allow'd; that in all ſuch 
Funds as are granted in general Terms (with- 
out any particular Appropriation) for the 

Support 
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Support of Government; there his Majeſty 
by our Conſtitution hath the poſitive and ac- f 
tual Right and Title of ordering and applying 
the Money which hath ariſen from thoſe 
Funds, to ſuch particular Uſes of Govern- 
ment, as He in his Diſcretion ſhall think 
proper; but ſtill, as a Truſtee for the Pub- 
lick; and as accountable to the Publick : 
And every good King will at all Times be 
pleaſed with the Advice of his Commons; 
provided it be tendered in a proper Manner, 
and with a due Reſpe& to that peculiar 
Power, in our Community, which our 
Conſtitution and Laws have given him, and 
which the Dignity and Authority of his 
Crown requires. But with reſpe& to the 
Funds already granted, and the Money ac- 
tually in the Treaſury, it is feared, that his 
Majeſty may think it a little odd; that his 
Commons ſhould take upon them (of their 
own mere Motion, and by Heads of a Bill) 
to reſume thoſe Grants already made; and to 
direct the Application of the Money already 
veſted in him; eſpecially, when he has ever 
ſhewn himſelf diſpoſed to aſk, and be di- 
rected by, their Advice, upon all proper 
| C 2 Occaſions ; 
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Mi Occaſions ; and particularly, on this Occa- 

} ſion, has condeſcended to aſk their Advice; 

And to recommend to them, and defire their 
Concurrence, in a particular Application of 

the Publick Money, which he might have | 
made by his own fole Authority : In ſuch a 'Y 
Caſe, muſt not his Majeſty think it agree- 

able to Order, and highly becoming his 
Commons, that ſome Notice ſhould be ta- 

ken, and ſome Reſpect ſhewn, to this his 
Condeſcenſion ; wherein he ſeems to wave 

his Right of being the ſole Director, and 


only claims the Acknowledgement of being 


the firſt Mover? 


In the Grants of new or additional Sup- 
plies, He allows his Commons to appropri- 
ate or point out the Application, as particu- 
larly as they pleaſe; and claims no Right of 4 
Application in himſelf, but (as the Publick * 
Truſtee) where the Funds are granted in ge- | 
neral for the publick Service : And even in 
il theſe, acknowledges Himſelf, and his Ser- 
| | : vants, accountable to the Commons; and 
that in them is the Right, not only of puniſni- 
ing his Servants, but of remonſtrating to him- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, and (if neceſſary) of leſſening or ſtop- 


ping ſuch new and additional Funds. 


And this ſurely muſt cut off all Aol 
ſion and Danger of thoſe future and imaginary 
I - Mil -applications, which have ſtalked round 

the Land, like the nightly Apparitions of 
the Vulgar, in gigantic Sizes, and in all 


EKind of frightful and terrifying Shapes, 


On the other Hand, it muſt be allowed, 

and is confeſſed, that the Commons have the 

Right of granting or with-holding all new or 
additional Supplies ; and that in ſeveral of 

the granting Bills, they have taken upon 
them to point out the Application to ſuch 
particular Uſes as they judged proper, with- 

out its being ever objected to by his Ma- 
a jeſty : They have been alſo allowed to ad- 
f dreſs his Majeſty, and often ts recommend 
to his Bounty, ſuch particular Applications 

of the Public Money, as they thought con- 

venient, and I believe have ſeldom been re 
fuſed, when ſuch Addreſſes have been pro- 
1 perly tranſmitted: but to take upon them, 
I by drawing up Heads of a Bill, to appropri- 


ate 
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ate to particular Uſes, any Surplus or Redun- 
dancy in the Treaſury: (the Application of 
which, had been before intruſted to his Ma- 
jeſty.) This it is feared he will look upon as 
invading his Province, and therefore, tho? 
he will be at all times ready to join with his 
Commons in ſuch an Application; yet he 
may expect, that they ſhould not, of their 
own mere Motion, and without his Conſent, 
take it upon them; becauſe there may be ſe- 
veral Uſes of Government, for which his 
Majeſty may intend that Surplus ; and, if it 
ſhould be otherwiſe applied by the Com- 
mons, thoſe Opportunities may be loſt, and 
the Nation thereby ſuffer, Whereas, tho? 
the Commons ſhould claim no fuch Right of 
interfering in his Majeſty's Adminiſtration, 
nor of applying to any particular Uſe, any 
Surplus which they find in the Treaſury, but 
leave that, according to the original Truſt, 
in the Hands of his Majeſty ; yet it could be 
attended with no poſſible Inconvenience to 
the Nation, becauſe, when the publick Ac- 
counts come before them, they may very 
properly conſider ſuch Surplus then actually 
in the Treaſury, (or Arrear outſtanding on 

any 
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any of the Branches of the Revenue, ) as a 
Balance in his Majeſty's Hands, ready to be 
applied by him to the Service of the Publick; 


and therefore, in laying on new or additional 


Supplies, for the infuing Years, may make 


thoſe Supplies ſo much leſs, than wou'd be 
_ otherwiſe Neceflary, (in caſe there had been 
no Surplus or Balance in the Treaſury,) or 
they may in the granting Bill appropriate ſuch 


Parts of the new Supplies, as they may 


judge neceſſary for anſwering any particular 


Purpoſe, not uſually provided for under 
the general Denomination of the Publick 


Service. 


And all this being allowed = the Advo- 


cates for the Prerogative, will be as effectual 


for the Service and Benefit of the Nation, as 
if the Commons had the Right of actually ap- 
plying ſuch Surplus ; and alſo muſt ever be a 
a Tye upon the Crown, ſufficient to prevent 
any ſuch Mu-application, z as ſome Men ſeem 


willing to forebode. 


So that in Truth, had this Bill paſſed with- 
out any Oppoſition on Account of the Pre- 
amble; 
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amble; and had the Recital of his Majeſty's 
previous Conſent been an expreſs Acknow- 
ledgement of his Prerogative ; and his Power 


of applying the Publick Treaſure to ſuch 
Uſes of Government as He in his Diſcretion 


thought proper; yet conſidering the Checks 


and Tyes which the Commons have, both, 
on his Majeſty and his Miniſters, in Caſe of 
any Miſ- application; I cannot ſee any proba- 
ble Inconveniencies likely to have ariſen from 
it; nor any real Cauſe for the ſmalleſt Part 
of that Heat and Animoſity, which it has 
given Occaſion to. And had the Abcttors 
of each Side behaved with Calmneſs, and 


made a candid Allowance for their different 


ways of thinking, there wou'd have been no 
harm done; nor any Offence taken; but 
each might have injoy'd their different Per- 


ſuaſions, quietly, and without occaſioning 


any Diſturbance to the Peace of Society; and 
every Member of the Houfe of Commons 
might have voted, according to his Judg- 
ment, without Danger of incurring his Ma- 
jeſty's Diſpleaſure, on the one Hand; or, 
on the other, of being condemned by his 
Conſtituents, as a Betrayer of his Country. 


But 
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But when a Clamour was previouſly raiſed 
without Doors, againſt his Majeſty and his 
Servants, as having artfully laid Schemes for 
obtaining an unlimited Power over the Trea- 
ſury; a Power quite new, and unknown to 
our Conſtitution : When they were repre- 
ſented, as juſt ready to Tranſport into Great- 
Britain all the Treaſure of this Nation, in 
order to be employed there in influencing the 
* approaching Elections, to the Ruin of both 
V EKEingdoms: When the Lord Lieutenant and 
4 other Officers of the State were openly libel- 
led in a mean, porterly, ſcurrilous Manner: 

When the whole Minority were charged with 

being bribed and corrupted, and hooted at as 

the Betrayers of their Country: When pub- 
lick Feaſts were inſtituted, and Aſſociations 

3 made, to ſtrengthen a Party ; and when at 

ö theſe Meetings, Bonfires were publickly ex- 

; hibited, and Drink given in large Quantities 

to influence the Mob ; by which Methods 

many were ſpirited up, to inſult the Govern- 

ment, and intimidate all the Friends thereof : 

: And when by printed Accounts theſe riotous 

| Proceedings were propagated over the King- 
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dom ; in order to raiſe the ſame licentious 
Spirit in every Town and County of it: 
Then indeed it became our Governors to 
take ſome Notice of ſuch tumultuary Pro- 
ceedings, and to iſſue their Proclamation, a- 
gainſt the Incendiaries and Diſturbers of the 
publick Peace; then every ſober and thinking 
Man looked about him with Concern, and 
anxious Sollicitude, for the Confuſions, 
which ſuch mad Practices muſt Occaſion. | 


As far as ſuch a Behaviour has been found 
in either Party; ſo far they are moſt certainly 


to blame ; however Innocent they might have 7 
been in eſpouſing this, or that Side of the 
' Queſtion : And as far as ſuch Methods have 1 


blinded the Judgment, or influenced the 

Opinion of any Man; ſo far he is Criminal, 
and has been actuated by improper Motives, 

whether he declares for the Prerogative of the 

King, or for the Power of the People. 


Which Side has heen the moſt Faulty in 
theſe Reſpects, is eaſy for an impartial Ob- 3 
ſerver to determine; but not ſo eaſy for | 
either Side to be brought to acknowledge, 

either 
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either in their Friends, or in themſelves; 
Let each of us then ceaſe to recriminate one 


another, and rather chooſe to look into our 


own Hearts ; and, as far as we have Reaſon 
either ts condemn; ot to acquit ourſelves of 


Partiality in forming our own Judgments 3 


ſo far let us learn to compaſſionate the Imper- 
fections or failings of others; and to make a 
charitable Allowance for their different ways 


of thinking; 


The Matter in itſelf though l it had been 
decided either way) never cou'd have been 


productive of ſuch formidable Effects, as each 


fide were taught to apprehend from it: Any 
Man who conſidered it in-its true-Light, 
might honeſtly have given his Opinion for or 


coainlt the Bill, without being an Enemy, 


either, to his King, or to his Country. 


The moſt ſtrenuous Advocates for the 
King's Prerogative, yet allow'd in the Houſt 
of Commons a Right of addreſſing his Ma- 
jeſty upon all proper Occaſions, and on all 
Subjects; and particularly of pointing out and 
adviſing in ſuch Addreſs the Application of 

1 any 
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any Surplus in the Treaſury, and of remon- 
ſtrating againſt a wrong one; and alſo of cal- 
ling to Account and puniſhing any Miniſter 
who ſhould adviſe ſuch wrong Application ; 


and, on failure of ſuch gentle Methods, then 


e denying all future Grants. 


On the other Hand, they who contended 
moſt ſtrongly for a Right! in the Commons of 
bringing in and preparing (of their own mere 
Motion) a Bill for applying ſuch Surplus in the 


Treaſury; yet always allow'd in his Majeſty a 


Right of rejecting that Bill if he pleaſed, and 
of applying ſuch Surplus in ſuch other Man- 
ner, as he ſhould judge more Expedient for 
the Service of the Publick. 


So that, * G de allow ing ſuch a Check 


in the other, as was ſufficient to guard againſt 


and prevent any Abuſe in either; tho? there 
was ſome little diverſity in their Opinions on 
this Point; yet it would be very unfair, merely 


from that diverſity of Opinion, either to 


charge the one with an Intention to deſtroy 


the Prerogative of che Crown, or the otter 


with 


. P eople. 
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1 
with a Deſign to betray the Liberties of the 


All therefore, on either Side, whe have 


been weakly alarmed with the Apprehenſions 


of Danger, from the Principles of the other 
Side, may ſec from hence, how much Rea- 
ſon they have, to let fall their imaginary 


Fears, and to lay aſide their mutual upbraid- 


ings : And as far as they have been induced 
by ſuch imagined Danger, either to tradyce 
the Adminiſtration, or their Brethren ; ſo far 
let them confeſs their Miſtakes, and make Re- 
paration to both, by a contrary Behaviour; 
and let us all learn from hence to be more vi- 
gilant for the future, and not to be ſo eaſily 
led into Parties; leſt, by ſuch Folly and 
Raſhneſs, we become the Dupes of artful 
Men, and are made uſe of, only as Tools, to 


promote their factious and ſelfiſh Deſigns. 


And as far as any ſuch diſguſted or diſappoint= 
ed Stateſmen have been at the bottom of our 
late Feuds; and through Reſentment or other 
ſelfiſh Views, have blown up the Coals of 


Contention among us; it ſtands them upon, 


(as 
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(as they will Anſwer it to God and their owt 
Conſcience, or to their King and their Coun- 
try,) to labour now with as much Induſtry to 
undeceive their weak; but well-meaning Bre- 
thren, as they have heretofore uſed all kind 
of Artifice; (with loud Cries of Danger, ) to 
delude and deceive them. 


This is the Method they ſhould take; in 
order to put a Stop to the Flames they have 
already kindled. This is the leaſt that ſuch 
Incendiaries can do, in order to make ſome 
Attonement for the Waſte and Ravage they | 
have already committed upon the Publick ; 
Peace. This is what their King and Coun- 
try have a Right to expect of them. And 
this is what every Man, who has been de- 
ceived himſelf, or has contributed to deceive 
others, muſt have the Honeſty and Reſolution 
to perform; if he wou'd be reputed a good 
Subject to his King, or a Friend to his 
Country. | 


On the other Hand, if ſuch Men will go 
on ſtill farther to imbroil the whole Kindom, 
through their factious and ambitious Attempts 
for 


4 Fi 5 2 
eee 
— 


143 


— 


b 31 1 
991 Power and Place, I ſee nothing in Proſ- 


pect before us, but the Ruin and Deſolation 


of our unhappy Country; and that this once 
flouriſhing Iſland ſhall ſoon become another 


Corſica. 


1 thought here to have finiſhed, and to 


have put an End to the Reader s, and my 
own Trouble. But upon a Review of the 


Facts produced by the different Writers on 


this Subject, and their Manner of Reaſoning 


on thoſe Facts, in order to eſtabliſh the dif- 


ferent Points they contend for, I have taken 
up my Pen to make {ome further Obſerva- 
tions. 


As to the Facts, it muſt be allow'd, that 
there are ſome certain ones, which ſeem to 


favour the different Poſitions of theſe Au- 
thors; and which therefore may be brought 


as ſome kind of Precedents for each of them. 
But ſtill the general Right of the Crown to 
be the Executor of our Laws, and Director 


of the Forces and Treaſure of the Kingdom, 


muſt remain inviolate; otherwiſe our Conſti- 


tution 
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tation is altcred, and ſo far becomes a Re- 
publick. 


On the other Hand, the general Right of 
the Commons to grant or with-hold Supplies, 


and to examine into Miſ- applications and 


Abuſes in the Adminiſtration, muſt remain 
equally inviolate; otherwiſe our Monarchy, 
from being a limited one, ſo far becomes ab- 


ſolute. 


As to the Reaſoning from Facts, I cannot 
but obſerve many ſpecious Fallacies in the 
Authors of two Pamphlets ; The one, inti- 
tled, Remarks on the Conſiderations ; the 


other, The Proceedings of the Hon. Houſe 


of Commons vindicated : To point out all 
theſe, and to lay them fully open to my 
Readers, might require more Time and Pains 
than I care to ſpend on them; and after all, 
being many of them foreign to the Purpoſe, 
would contribute little to the real Merits of 
the Cauſe, or be of any Uſe, unleſs to 
amuſe ſuperficial Readers, 


But 


ds 


But there is one very remarkable Fallacy, 
which runs thro? 40 or 50 Pages in both 
theſe Authors, and therefore may ſeem to 
call for a more particular Animadverſion. 
They give us a long Detail, or Hiſtorical 
Account of the Houſe of Commons, (in 
every Seſſion ſince the Revolution,) having 
conſtantly called for, examined into, and 
ſtated the Publick Accounts; and in the Me- 
thod of ſtating thoſe Accounts, having regu- 
larly applied, or brought, to the Credit of 
the Nation, any Ballance which happened to 
remain in the Treaſury, or any Arrear which 
happened to be out- ſtanding on any of the 
Branches of the Revenue, as well the Here- 
ditary, as the additional Funds: And this 
was certainly very regular and right in an 
Account. But from hence theſe Authors 
very ſophiſtically argue, that the Commons 
did actually direct the Application of ſuch 
Ballance, or ſuch Arrear, and not the King. 


Whereas indeed the Commons did not 
take upon them to apply ſuch Ballance or 
Arrear, to any particular Uſes, (whether of 

the 
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the Government or otherwiſe,) but only ap- 
plied it in Account to the Credit of the Pub- 
lick, (as indeed any Accomptant muſt have 
done, ) and there left it on the Account, as 
ſo much Caſh on Hand, or Arrear due, and 
ready for his Majeſty, to apply to any of the 
Uſes of Government, as He in his Diſcre- 
tion thought moſt expedient for the Service 


of the Publick. 


J allow head, FD ths Commons (in or- 
&: to form their Eſtimates of the Quantum 
neceſſary for the- additional Supply,) gene- 
rally (tho? not always) took into their Ac- 
count, whatever Ballance appeared on Hand, 
or Arrears due; and to this they added, the 
computed Produce of the Hereditary Reve- 
nue; and then laid on ſuch additional Duties, 
as they judged. ſufficient (together with the 
former) to anſwer the Expences of Govern- 
ment; and particularly in 1717, when they 
found the Nation involved in Debt, (from 
the Vote of Credit given the foregoing Seſ- 
fion,) they then laid on ſuch farther addi- 
tional Duties, as (according to their Compu- 
tation) might be ſufficient to anſwer the Ex- 

„ pences 
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pences of Government, and alſo to diſcharge 
the Intereſt and Principal of the National 


Debt. 


Some Vears afterwards, the National Debt 
ſtill encreaſing, and a large Arrear being due 
to the Civil and Military Eſtabliſhment, ſo as 
to lay the Government under Difficulties, 
they then thought proper to borrow other 
Sums of Money, and farther increaſed the 
additional Duties ; and at length appropriated 
particular and diſtin& Duties, for payment of 
the Intereſt and Principal of the Money lent 
the Nation, leaving the old additional Duties 
(as formerly) for the W of Govern- 
ment. 


Ic may be obſerved here, that from the 
Time of this Appropriation, the Accounts, 
both of the Produce and Application of the 
Loan- Funds, were always kept diſtinct, and 
never mixed with thoſe of the Government 
Funds: tho? after theſe diſtinct Accounts 
were made up, and their diſtin& Ballances 
ſtruck, a general Abſtrat was uſually made 
of the Whole, in order to find out what was 

| EZ (M; the 
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the real National Debt, that ſo a proper Pro- 
viſion might be made for it. But tho? the 
Ballance ariſing from the Government Funds 
was ſome Years pretty large, yet we don't 
find that the Commons ever took upon them 
to apply that Ballance : Whatever was done 
pF that Sort, was always done by the King. 


4 


But in 1 the Year 1749, (for the firſt Time) 


the Commons prepared a Bill for applying © 
Part of this Ballance, ariſing from the Go- 
vernment Funds, in diſcharge of a Part of the 


| Now i it may be obſerved, that in this Bill, 

there was no plain Avowal, (nor even any 
Intimation) of the Commons claiming any 
Right to be the firſt Movers, or Directors, of 
ſuch an Application; on the contrary, as 
Mention was made in the Bill, of its being 

agreeable to his Majeſty's Intentions, (with- 
out diſtinguiſhing, whether thoſe Intentions 
had been any how ſignified to them, or only 
preſumed upon,) therefore we find the Bill 


was agreed to by his Majeſty, and returned 
(without 


e 
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(without Alteration) in the very Form in 
which it had been ſent over. 


Since the Commons claimed no Right in 
themſelves, and of their own mere Motion, 
to prepare ſuch a Bill; but expreſſed its being 
agreeable to the King's Intentions, his Majeſ- 
"Ty had no Reaſon to object to it, And there- 

fore, tho? it has been claimed as a Precedent 
in favour of the Commons, yet it is certainly 
againſt them. However, for the preſent, let 
it be ſuppoſed to be doubtful, and no Streſs 

be laid upon it. But then, 
In the Seſſion of 1751, when the Com- 
mons deſignedly dropp'd all Acknowledge- 
ment of his Majeſty's previous Conſent, tho? 
it had been expreſsly ſignified to them ; then 
Indeed his Majeſty judged it proper, that ſuch 
Acknowledgement ſhould be inſiſted on; 
and accordingly a Clauſe of that Nature was 
inſerted in the Bill returned from England ; : 
and the ſame was paſſed unanimouſly in the 
Houſe of Commons, without one Objection 
or Proteſt. Here then the Matter is con- 
firm'd, in the moſt plain and expreſs Manner 


poſſible, by every Branch of the Legiſlature, 
which 
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which ſurely is a Precedent of the greateſt 
Weight, and moſt undoubted Authority; 
though ſet at nought by the two Authors I 
haye , and by one of them termed 
ſpurious. In the Seſſion of 1753, his Ma- 
jety alſo ſignified his Conſent, and recom- 
mended it to the Commons, that the Nation- 
al Debt ſhould be paid out of the Treaſury 5 
and could not but expect, that the ſame Ac- 
knowledgement which had been unanimouſly 
paſſed in 1751, ſhould now be originally in- 
ſerted in this new Bill : But on the contrary 
the Houſe of Commons did not in this new 
Bill ſo much as thank his Majeſty for his Re- 
commendation of it, (as they had done in the 
Bill of the former Seſſions;) but proceeded, 
| (without the leaſt Notice of ſuch Recommen- 
dation,) as if, from their own mere Motion, 
and by their ſole Authority, they had a Right 
to apply the Surplus in the Treaſury, * 
out conſulting his Maj l 


To this Bill, thus prepared in 1 
which ſome interpreted Rudeneſs, his Maje- 
ſty only added the very ſame Preamble, 
which had been unanimouſly paſſed the for- 
mer 
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mier Seſſion: And moreover accompanied it 


with a Letter, from his Privy Council of 
England, ſetting forth the Reaſons of ſuch 
Addition. And, merely for the ſake of this 
Preamble, an uſeful and neceſſary Bill was re- 
jetted, by a ſmall Majority, and in direct 
Oppoſition to their own unanimous Proceed- 
ings in the former Seſſion of 1751. And 
this, we are told, hath given great Offence 
to his Majeſty, and his Privy Council of 
. 


Vas it is injurious to his Majcſty's Good- 
neſs to entertain ſuch a Notion, that he can 
be offended with his faithful Commons, for 
a Difference in Opinion, or a Miſtake in 
Judgment; and in a nice Point too, which 
ſeem' d not to have been fo well underſtood 
at the Time, nor ſo accurately explained as it 
has ſince been. 


80 that, £1 his Majeſty be really diſpleaſed 
at us, it muſt be for our riotous and ſeditious 
Proceedings before and ſince; rather than for 
our not clearly apprehending, or perfectly dil- 


cerning, the exact Limits, or nice Boun- 
dar y 
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E 
dary, between his Prerogative, and the righity 
and Liberties of his People. 


Had this Rejection therefore been attended 
with no tumultuary Meetings in the City; had 
it been immediately accompany'd by a duti- 
ful and loyal Addreſs to his Majeſty, humbly 
ſetting forth the Reaſons of ſuch Rejection, it 
might rationally have been aſcribed to a Mi- 
ſtake in Judgment, or a Change in Temper, 
(brought on us by the Inconſtaney of our 
Climate, ) or to any other Cauſe, rather than 

to Diſaffection to his Majeſty, or diſregard to 
his Miniſters: But when baſe Inſinuations 
inſtantly flew through the Kingdom; when 
—Tcurrilous Invectives were thrown directly in 
the Face of his Majeſty's Servants ; when 

Libels againſt them were daily publiſhed and { 
hawked about the Streets ; when Inſults were 

offered them in every publick Place, without 

the leaſt Regard to Decency or good Man- 
ners; and when the greateſt Art and Induſ- 
try was uſed to halloo and hunt down every 
loyal Subject, who would not join 1a the 
Cry : Then indeed there ſeemed Grounds 
to ſuſpect, that ſomething more, than a bare 
Miſtake 


WE 

LY 
Miſtake in the Underſtanding, or 4 varia- 
bleneſs in the Temper, might poſſibly have. 
been at the Bottom of all this; ; even a ſettled 
Pique and Malice towards ſome Perſons, who 
ſeem to have been particularly diſtinguiſhed 
with a large Share of his Majeſty's Favour and 
Countenance; and this Conjecture is juſtified 
from the Confeſſion of one of the Writers F 
have mentioned; in the Fourth Part of his 
Remarks, Page; 46: 


And yet, though ſome leading Men might 
have been actuated by ſelfiſh Paſſions; God 
forbid, that we ſhould Judge all, who joined 
in Opinion with them, to have been influenc- 


ed by the like Motives. 


We are all apt to think well of our Friends 
and Relations; we are prone to judge fa- 
vourably of the Principles and Actions of our 
Acquaintances ; this inſenſibly lays a byaſs 
on our Minds, and inclines us, to approve 
of their Opinions, and to Juſtify their Con- 
duct: by converſing only with ſuch, we pre- 
clude ourſelves from any Opportunity of 
knowing the Sentiments, or judging impar- 


F | tially | 


1/74 

1 
tially of the Reaſons of the Conduct of others ; 
and eſpecially, if any Pains have been taken, 
to impreſs upon our Minds a Notion of the 


Publick Spirit of our own Party, and of the 
{clfiſhneſs of our Adverſaries. 


In ſuch a Situation, it is no eaſy Matter to 
diveſt ourſelves of our Prepoſſeſſions in Fa- 
vour of our own Friends, or of our Preju- 
dices againſt others: And yet, unleſs we will 
do ſo, our Minds will not be open to Con- 
viction ; nor can there be any Hopes of our 
finding out the Truth; or any Proſpect of our 
acting right. 


Let us then charitably hope, that there 
may be honeſt Men and good Patriots on both 
Sides; let us in the Spirit of Meekneſs in- 
ſtruct ſuch as oppoſe our Principles; but not 
mark out one another for Inſults, by affi xing 
Names of Reproach; let us not charge all 
who rejected the Bill with Madneſs or Folly ; 
as actuated by Frenzy, or made the Dupes 
of Villains; nor all thoſe who wou'd have 
paſſed the Bill, as cajoled by the Pro- 


miſes, or terrified by the Threats of the 
Court: 


, 
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Court : Let us make a mutual Allowance 
for our different Sentiments on this Head ; 
and though Knaves and Hypocrites will often 
ſtrengthen themſelves, by throwing out Lures 
for honeſt Men to Aſſociate with them, yet 
Tet us not brand a whole Party, as Rogues 


and Impoſtors; nor condemn one another, 
by Troops, and Companies. 


Some Things have lately happened, which 
may help to open our Eyes, and let us ſee, 
that neither his Majeſty, nor his Miniſters 

are ſuch Enemics to our Country, as they 
have been repreſented. 


When a Breach was made upon Credit 
by the Failure of Dillon and Farrel, and 
ſuch a Run follow'd upon all the Banks, as 
muſt ſoon have put a ſtop to all Trade, and 
| thrown us into a general Confuſion ; who 
were they, who immediately ſtep'd forward; 
and were the firſt to ſet themſelves in the 
Gap; and by their Influence effectually re- 
| ſtored our ſinking Credit? Was it not the 
Lord Lieutenant, the Lord Primate, the Lord 


. Mr. Rowley, and many other 
F2 Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen who have been ſtigmatized as 
Enemies to this Country ? ? All thoſe others 
who afterwards joined in that good Work, 
ought not indeed to be forgot ; ; — but theſe 
were the firſt, who laid their Shoulders to it, 
and to whom chiefly our Thanks are duc. a 


And when the Majority of the Commons, 
rejected the Bill for Payment of the National 
Debt, (though they knew, they had made 
no other Proviſion for it ;) has not his Maj aje- 
ſty generouſly paſſed over, what might have 
been interpreted, as an Affront offered to 
him; and, in kindneſs to our Country, or- 
der'd it to be immediately paid? hereby cauſ- 
ing a Circulation of Caſh, and ſupporting 
the Honour and Credit of che Nation. 


Theſe are Inſtances o Affection to our 
Country, which carry Conviction along with 
them; and, unleſs we are reſolved obſtinate- 
ly to ſhut our Eyes, muſt plainly point out 
to us, that his Majeſty's Goodnels is ſupe- 
rior to All Reſentment; and that, even in the 


midſt of the Court, there may be Patriots 
found. 
The 
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The Lord Lieutenant and others have 


thus ſupported our ſinking Credit, and given 


a new Spring to Trade and Commerce; and 


his Majeſty, by ordering the National Debt 


to be paid, has given us a ſtrong Proof, that 


the Publick Faith and Intereſt of this King- 
dom lie near his Heart; and his doing this, 
after ſuch a ſeeming Indignity offered to him, 
may convince us, that he eſteems it his 


Glory, to pals over a Tranſgreſſion. 


Let us then imitate ſuch noble, ſuch Royal 
Examples; and ſhow his Majeſty, that we 


alſo can conquer our Paſſions; and laying a- 


ſide our Pride, Envy, Anger, Revenge, 


with all their furious Effects; can now again 


pay a due Regard to his Miniſters, and all 


| thoſe whom he is pleaſed to honour with di- 


ſtinguiſned Marks of his Fayour : That we 
can now join with chearfulneſs, in promot- 
ing Peace and Union among one another, 


Sobriety and Induſtry among our Manufac- 


turers and Labourers, and Religion and Loy- 


alty among all Ranks of our People. If we 
can convince our Lord Lieutenant, that ſuch 
a Tem- 


* 
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a Temper and ſuch a Conduct is likely to 
prevail among us, we may then hope to be 
repreſented to his Majeſty in ſuch a light, as 


to obtain his gracious Pardon for what is paſt, 


and to be reſtored to our former Place 1 in his 
Favour and Affection. 


But if, on the contrary, we go on ſtill to 
inſult our Governors; abuſe the principal 
Officers of the State; ſpirit up the Popu- 
lace to Rioting and Tumults; and ſet the 
whole Kingdom at variance: What can we 


expect, but to feel his Majeſty's Diſpleaſure ? 


We all know, that a neighbouring King- 


dom looks with a jcalous Eye upon the In- 


creaſe of our Linen Manufacture; they arc 
our Rivals in that Branch of Buſineſs ; would 
be glad of an Occaſion to cramp it; and will 
not fail to make their Advantage, of any ſeem- 
ing Undutifulneſs in us, or any Reſentment 


of his Majeſty towards us. 


For our own Sakes then, let us learn to be 
wiſe in Time; and laying aſide all Pique and 


Reſentment, all Party Quarrels and Animo- 
ſities, 


ZZ 
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ſities, let us unite in Love and mutual good 
Offices one to another ; and in all ſuch Ac- 
tions, as are naturally expreſſive of Loyalty 

to his Majeſty, and Reſpect to his Miniſters : 
And let us not, by a contrary Behaviour, 
draw down on ourſelves, and on our Chil- 
dren, ſuch Diſcouragements from his Maje- 
ſty's Reſentment, and ſuch Miſchiefs from our 
own frowardneſs, as we may all live to 
regret. 


I have done; and hope that all, who ſin- 
cerely regard the Welfare of this Kingdom, 
will excuſe the Freedom, and Pardon the 
Warmth of ſome Expreſſions in this Letter; 
for they have been really extorted from me, 
by an affectionate Concern, for my Country, 
and for my Countrymen. 


March 16, Farewell, 
1754. 
| HIBERNICUS. 
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